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GRS Board of Directors Honors Mrs. Dena Andrews
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I hope everyone is enjoying their summer so far. We
have some exciting things to share in this edition.

GRS IS GREEN!
Please email Bless
Rider at
brider@grsinc.org
to receive this
newsletter via email.

Zac and Michael

On May 8th, the Ad- M a y 2 0 1 9 A r t F e s t i v a l
visory Council held
an event at Rankin Lake Park to promote
health and wellness. We enjoyed a few
hours of fun, fellowship, and many people completed 1.5 miles around Rankin
Lake! If anyone is interested in joining
the Advisory Council, please see any
member or contact Catherine Bridges
and Zac Strong at (704) 861-9280.

GRS Advisory Council
at Rankin Lake
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On June 5, during its board meeting, the board of
directors honored Mrs. Dena Andrews by making her
a sustaining board member. Dena was presented
with a letter of thanks, and
an engraved crystal vase
with fresh flowers. Board
members recounted how
they first met Dena and
Dena in return shared fond
memories from her many
years as an active member
of GRS. There are not
enough words to describe
how much Dena has con- Current Board President Joanne
tributed to GRS over the Mitchell shows Mrs. Andrews the
Board Plaque with the
years. As a board member, Sustaining
addition of Mrs. Dena Andrews as
former president of the the newest member.
board, and advisor, Dena
had been an integral part of the development and
growth of this organization. She has advocated tirelessly for GRS and the people we serve. We are so
very grateful to Dena for her dedication and continuing service to GRS!

We have some exciting
What is a “Sustaining Board Memevents coming up. On ber”? According to GRS board by
September 7 we have laws, it is an individual who, by invitaour 4th Viva Las Vegas tion of the board of directors, may be
Fundraiser. Ticket infor- admitted to the sustaining class of
This class insures the
mation is found on page membership.
continued contribution and participa2 of our newsletter.
tion of outstanding board members
Also in September, we who can no longer fulfill the role of
active board membership.
will once again celebrate
Direct Support Staff during “DSP week 2019” September 8-13. Finally in September on Saturday the
21st, we will have our Annual GRS Picnic at Karyae
Park. During the picnic, we will once again present
Star Staff Awards.
We started some new traditions as well during the
past few months. We had our first “All Staff Meeting”
on May 31. All clinical and administrative staff met to
share knowledge and information and to work on
building our team to better support our staff and the
people served. We also started a new program call
#grsconnections. This program is aimed at assuring
that each member of the management team spends
dedicated time with people in each home or apartment program throughout the year across the entire
organization. Hopefully by the next Quarterly I’ll
have some more details to share about this exciting
new endeavor. Until then, enjoy the rest of your
summer!
Darlene

GRS ADVISORY COUNCIL RAISES MONEY FOR GRS
On May 4th, the GRS Advisory Council was the featured organization at the Catawba River Artisans’ Annual Spring Festival. This year all CRA artists donated 10% of their sales to
support Gaston Residential Services’ Advisory Council. The
council also held a 50/50 raffle at the event. In total, the Advisory Council raised over $300 that it will donate to GRS towards the development of GRS’ Multi Sensory Room. Members of the Council will present the check to GRS at our Viva
Las Vegas event on September 7, 2019.
(Story Continues page 4)
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Pictured: Members of the Advisory
Council at the Cramerton Spring Festival.
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
FUNDRAISER
To purchase tickets on-line visit us at
www.grsinc.org
Or
Come by our office at 905 A North New
Hope Road to purchase tickets

GRS RECREATION
As a direct result of the advice and advocacy of the GRS
Advisory Council, GRS is working to build and expand the
recreational opportunities for the people we serve through
our recreation department. In addition to individual and
group sessions with the people served, the rec department staff has developed a monthly community “club”
schedule so a variety of activities can be enjoyed consistently. A swimming club has also recently started. The recreation department will be an integral part of developing
our sensory therapies through use of our new multisensory room once funds are raised to build the room.

HIKING CLUB

ART CLUB

Arleen Glover
25 Years
GRS honored Arleen Glover with a reception celebrating her 25th anniversary on
May 17, 2019. GRS presented Arleen with
an engraved watch and a framed art piece
that the Art Club created especially for the
occasion. Congratulations, Arleen!

Arleen Glover

15+ years
Alice Mobley

STANDARD TICKETS $50 PER PERSON
Includes Vegas-style play on professional casino tables, access to Poker Lounge, cash bar, dinner buffet, two complimentary beer or wine tickets, a photo booth, fan interactive
auction and door prizes!

VIP TICKETS $75 PER PERSON

10+ years
Kendrick Leslie
Angela Caldwell
Marjorie Syrko
Dana Poole
John Gibb
Dorlene Johnson
Shamia Borders
Julia Pou
Pandora Hardin
Summer Conner
Jackie McClain

BOWLING
CLUBS

Includes all of the above, as well as, admission into designated VIP seating area, private host and VIP swag bag.
The goal of this event is to raise $30,000 to create a multisensory room for the individuals served by GRS. This room
will provide a relaxing and therapeutic space to help reduce
stress and anxiety, engage the user in stimulating all 5 senses
and encourage communication for adults with autism, dementia and anxiety.

Kasey, Nathan
and Shamia: GRS’
fab nurses! Nurses
Appreciation
Week, Webb
Custom Kitchen
May 7, 2019

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7
7P-11P
GASTONIA CONFERENCE
CENTER
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25+ years
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WALKING
CLUB

GRS celebrates Admin Professionals Day at Estias Kouzina April 24 2019.
Bless, Jaimee, Crystal, Rhoda, Jennifer and Martha. What a team!

RECREATION STAFF
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Karen Brooks
Home Harvest – 7 years
Connor Corzine
Home Harvest – 3 years
Tim Koscheck
CMG Clerical – 11
years
Jim Lineberger
Dollar Tree – 3 years
Parks Roberts
Dollar Tree – 16 years
Tony Whitlock
CMG Recycling – 3
years

5+ years
Tammy Simpson
Miranda Cole
1+ years
Michael Bledsoe
Nola Charles
Tommeka Merritt
Ashley Mckinley
Stephanie Hayes
Krystal Norris
Shareia Friday
Lynette Morgan
Kasey Wing
Tranai Hudson
Shuquanda Garvin

WELCOME

GRS is pleased to welcome Ashley Franklin
to Second Avenue
(above) and Karen
W il l i s t o L a u r e l L a n e
(below).

To G R S !
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